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Matthew Crafton serves as President and Winemaker of Chateau Montelena. In this dual role, he leads both
the strategic direction of the winery and its winemaking operations, ensuring that every decision - from
vineyard to bottle — reflects the distinct character of the Estate and honors the Barrett family legacy.

A Virginia native, Matthew arrived at winemaking via a circuitous path, beginning with an Economics
degree from the University of Virginia in 2003. Forgoing the path into finance, he chose creativity instead
and hit the cellar floor, guided by his father’s blunt counsel: smart people are common; it’s character,
dedication and drive that set you apart. He began his career at the very bottom in the cellar of a respected
Virginia winery before moving west, working his way up in both Napa and Sonoma before completing his
Viticulture and Enology degree at UC Davis in 2008. That same year he joined Montelena as Enologist,
later becoming winemaker in 2014 before stepping into the role of President in December 2025.

Matthew’s winemaking perspective is deliberately untethered to formula and firmly outside of trends. He
treats each vintage as raw material shaped by the specific site and season, coaxing wines that express the
Calistoga Estate’s gravelly benches, volcanic soils and the unique characteristics of the growing season -
true wines of place that can’t be replicated anywhere else in the world. Under his watch, the winery has
completed the largest of replant of the Montelena Estate in five decades, deepened its sustainability
initiatives, and developed a new home for their iconic Chardonnay - a world-class estate vineyard in
Carneros - all while quietly shaping a long-term vision for the brand.

He believes leadership must be active, inspirational and deliberate as both brand strategy and
winemaking succeed with clear, thoughtful direction. Stewarding one of the most respected, highly
sought after and prestigious family brands in the world is both a tremendous honor and responsibility.
For Matthew, the goals are straightforward: create wines that are both transcendent and real and, in
doing so, honor the past by innovating rather than imitating.
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