CHATEAU MONTELENA

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

NAPA VALLEY, 2022

Winemaker’s Notes

VINTAGE WEATHER
It's amazing how seven consecutive days, shortly before harvest began, will define this entire vintage. As a not-so-subtle reminder
of the need for humility and our inability to predict the future, the high-pressure weather system and its associated heat that
began at the beginning of September fundamentally altered the charactersitics and expression of what had been a very classic,
elementary Napa vintage. Balance and elegance moved to suppleness and concentration. Red fruit became dark fruit. The resulting

wines are beautiful but a far cry from what we expected in August, a truly unique perspective from a truly unique vintage.

TASTING NOTES
Driven by dark fruit, predominantly blackberry and cassis, the aromas are rich and intense. They are closely followed by spicy
clove and vanilla before yielding to pipe tobacco and a touch of caramel. On the palate, the tannins are quite supple and dance
between elevating the subtle streak of minerality and foiling the acid that slices through the body of the wine with zest and
freshness. Strawberry and cranberry sauce highlight the transition to the finish and apex as the breadth of the wine expands. Here

the tannins are more sandy, but they are a fine contrast to the soft, sweet fruit, expressing now as cola, graphite and black cherry.

CELLARING SERVING
This wine is ready to be enjoyed. Drink now or cellar for No decant is required, but may be beneficial for the first 6
added complexity over the next 10 years. months after the initial release of this wine.
BLEND

85% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14% Merlot, 0.5% Petit Verdot, 0.5% Cabernet Franc

HARVESTED ALCOHOL BOTTLED
September 8-24, 2022 14.2% ‘ April 1-9, 2024
AGING RELEASE DATE
16 Months, French and Eastern European Oak, 30% New ‘ April 2025
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