CHATEAU MONTELENA

ESTABLISHED 1882

2023 Dry Creek Sauvignon Gris

Notes from the Winemaker, Matt Crafton

INTRODUCTION

Sauvignon Gris is a bit of an enigma: it’s very closely related to Sauvignon Blanc, but maintains its own identity in the right hands.
That said, it’s no surprise that the two are quite complementary when blended; rather it’s more of a surprise that it’s so rare. Outside
of Bordeaux, there are very few plantings and precious few in California. That could be due to its lower yield (relative to its parent)
or its more subtle flavor and aromatic profile. But neither of those characteristics are considered detrimental by us. Instead, it’s the
opportunity to create something new and different, something surprising but not altogether unfamiliar. That is the interesting

intellectual and creative challenge. Enjoy the unexpected.

VINTAGE WEATHER

Situated adjacent to the Russian River, this vineyard enjoys the benefits of lingering fog, moderate temperatures and a long growing
season. The weather conditions in 2023 played into this paradigm perfectly. While frost risk was minimal, cool temperatures

dominated spring and persisted throughout the summer, with the sun masked by dense fog until midday. Given this vineyard’s

relative youth and very light crop, it wasn’t much of a surprise to harvest the first week of September. But as the vines mature and find
their balance, we will expect more hangtime and later maturity in coming years.

NOSE

This gorgeous wine opens with
abundant spice and floral aromas
that leap from the glass. Fresh cut
flowers, lavender and Asian Pear
are elegant and effusive, bolstered
by cinnamon and a hint of clove.

PALATE

Full-bodied and mouthcoating, the
palate is rich and brimming with
fresh acid. And while ripe fruit is
far from being the star here, the
citrus and red apple undertones lend
additional power and intensity to
the already dense minerality and
abundant baking spices. Ginger,
specifically, shines through adding
some dazzle and potency.

FINISH
The finish is chalky and laser-focused

with great length. Moreover, it’s intense
and dynamic — like Sauvignon Blanc’s
alter ego — and almost chewy. But at
the same time, it’s incredibly refreshing.
The food-friendliness of this wine
shouldn’t be understated as it would
be equally delicious and appropriate
with a plate of oysters at the beach

as it would be with fine dining.

HARVEST DATE
September 5

ALCOHOL
13.9%

BLEND
100% Sauvignon Gris

Technical Information

BARREL AGING
6 months in stainless steel and
French oak

BOTTLING DATE
March 28, 2024

RELEASE DATE
July 2024

WINEMAKER
Matt Crafton

1429 TUBBS LANE | CALISTOGA, CA 94515 | TEL 707.942.5105 | MONTELENA.COM
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