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2022 Calistoga Petite Sirah

Notes from the Winemaker, Matt Crafton

INTRODUCTION

Petite Sirah has a somewhat nebulous history in California, fed by a strange mischaracterization that began in the mid-18th
century. As new cultivars were imported from Europe, true Syrah and Durif (known today as Petite Sirah), were regularly
conflated as the same variety—“Petite Syrah”—despite their notably different growth and fruiting characteristics. To make
matters more confusing, the two varieties blend well together, one of the reasons why so many “field blends” composing these
winegrapes persist in old, established vineyards throughout California. By the mid-20th century, ampelographers at UC Davis
recognized that many established “Petite Syrah” vineyards consisted of distinct varieties. However, it wasn’t until 1996
that DNA analysis confirmed Durif (aka Petite Sirah) as the offspring of true Syrah and Peloursin, an obscure variety from Isere
in France. Thirty years later, it’s still not uncommon to still encounter confusion in the characterization or spelling

of this beautiful wine that helped build its reputation and continues to thrive in Calistoga.

VINTAGE WEATHER

The beginning of the 2022 growing season marked the end of the state’s multi-year drought as plentiful winter rains recharged
our reservoirs and groundwater. Although budbreak was slightly earlier than average, vine growth, fed by abundant moisture
in the soil profile, proceeded unabated through the warm spring and the initial heat of early summer. As harvest approached,
a persistent high-pressure weather system parked itself over northern California bringing record temperatures to the region.
Thankfully, Calistoga tends to ripen on the early side of the season and our fruit didn’t need much of nudge to be ready
for harvest. However, there’s no denying that the intensity of those hot days had an outsized effect on the character of the vintage.

NOSE

As would be expected in a warm year,
the wine opens with plentiful dark
and dried fruit. The aromas definitely
lean toward candied, with a hint

of molasses rounding out the Asian
plum, blackberry and currant. There’s
just a touch of potpourri that adds
some vibrancy, which is quickly

followed by fresh cedar and cinnamon.

PALATE

The palate opens with cocoa powder,
espresso and dried cherry. It’s incredibly
dense up front with layers of sandy
tannins, bramble and earth. While the
texture is certainly mouthcoating, it’s not
overwhelming and instead reflects the
briary nature of the variety and the dry-
farmed vineyards where it grows. This is

certainly a beautiful, unique wine of place.

FINISH

That genuine rusticity carries
over from the palate to the finish
as graphite, crushed stones and
semi-sweet dark chocolate.
While the dark fruit is just barely
beginning to peak out— some air
will certainly help with that—the
tannins are really the star of show
with length, power, but still, grace.

HARVEST DATES
September 10 — September 17

ALCOHOL
14.4%

BLEND
100% Petite Sirah

1429 TUBBS LANE |

CALISTOGA, CA 94515 |

Technical Information

BARREL AGING
16 months in 100% French oak

BOTTLING DATES
March 28, 2024

TEL 707.942.5105 |

WINEMAKER
Matt Crafton
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