
2023 Potter Valley Riesling

Notes from the Winemaker, Matt Crafton

INTRODUCTION

Beautiful wines should not be over-polished. It’s in being unique or at least outside the norm that their beauty is fully expressed. 
Consider the iconic Porsche 911: it doesn’t quite conform. And, moreover, while it’s somewhat paradoxical, the drive to prevent 
or remove anything distinctive can make a wine more accepted, but less aspirational. The wine is correct, but not interesting. 
Now, the goal isn’t to be expressly different or obtuse, rather it’s to be perfectly honest. Thus, in our attempt to be true to the 
site and vintage, the inherent beauty of the wine—with all of its idiosyncrasies and distinctiveness—is naturally revealed. 

VINTAGE WEATHER

Potter Valley thrives in cool vintages. Although the growing season began somewhat late, there was just enough warmth through 
summer to keep the Riesling vines steadily on track. The moderate daytime highs kept us on guard given this variety’s susceptibility 
to pest pressure, but being proactive pays and we avoided any issues. We took advantage of the weather to harvest at one of the early 
picking windows—where the sugar, acid and texture are all in balance. It’s a stylistic luxury; an option we exercise when it’s presented.

NOSE

Riesling is always ready to put on a show. 
In cooler vintages, such as 2023, the 
extra hangtime on the vine definitely 
enhances the aromatic diversity of this 
opulent variety. Honeysuckle, white 
peach and lime leaf set off a cascade 
of tropical and perfume notes. The citrus 
and fresh cut flowers, in general, are 
quite striking, lending an enticing 
freshness. There’s a hint of ginger as well; 
but overall, any subtle spice is currently 
overshadowed by the abundant, 
generous fruit.

PALATE

I just adore the red apple here, which 
contrasts the nectarine and Meyer lemon 
characteristics beautifully. On the 
midpalate, there’s a soft, subtle touch 
of honey that mellows the acidity and 
ties each disparate, primary element 
together. The ginger on the nose has 
morphed into juicy Asian pear— 
just gorgeous.

FINISH

The tropical and stone fruit elements 
push their way to the forefront on 
the finish, first as pineapple and 
then as ripe apricot. There is just 
enough acid to balance these out 
as lemongrass and jasmine draw 
out the latent texture and soft 
minerality of this wine.

Technical Information

HARVEST DATES
October 13 and 14

ALCOHOL
13.5%

BLEND
100% Riesling

BARREL AGING
6 months in French oak 
and stainless steel

BOTTLING DATE
March 25, 2024

RELEASE DATE
August 2024

WINEMAKER
Matt Crafton
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