CHATEAU MONTELENA

ESTABLISHED 1882

2007 Montelena Estate Cabernet Sauvignon

Notes from Former Winemaker, Cameron Parry, January 2011

INTRODUCTION

When we talk about vintages at Montelena, they are often categorized as “hot” or “cool.” Then, occasionally there

are years like 2007, which, because of ideal conditions, earn the tag of “Goldilocks,” because everything was just right.

VINTAGE WEATHER

Warm spring conditions led to earlier than normal bud break, while the moderate temperatures in summer and early
fall further extended the growing season, resulting in long, slow ripening with fantastic flavor development and near

perfect juice chemistries.

Notes from Current Winemaker, Matt Crafton, June 2021

NOSE

Approaching 15 years of age, the
2007 has hit its stride with plenty
of life left. Beautifully garnet in
color, the wine opens with dried
cherries, cinnamon, bergamot
and cocoa. There’s a distinct note
of cedar here, a hallmark of the
Montelena hillside, that’s been
prominent in this vintage since it
was bottled. While some may be
tempted to decant, experiencing
the layered, aromatic evolution
in the glass is a worthwhile
investment of time.

PALATE

As one would expect, the tannins
have mellowed and integrated,
although they’re pleasantly dusty
and rustic. Tobacco leaf is still
noticeably present but it’s balanced
by spicy clove, raspberry jam and
marzipan. The acid has harmonized
as well yet still lends a freshness
and tension on the palate.

FINISH
The finish has softened but

becomes more complex over time
as the tannins have retreated,
revealing black currant, ripe plum
and a hint of licorice. Overall,
the wine is quite graceful but
with plenty of character and
even some punch, befitting the
vintage and our Estate.

HARVEST DATES
September 3 — October 4

ALCOHOL
14.3%

BLEND
99% Cabernet Sauvignon
1% Cabernet Franc

Technical Information

BARREL AGING
20 months, 100% French oak,
28% new

BOTTLING DATE
August 2009

RELEASE DATE
Spring 2011

WINEMAKER
Cameron Parry

1429 TUBBS LANE | CALISTOGA, CA 94515 | TEL 707.942.5105 | MONTELENA.COM
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