CHATEAU MONTELENA

ESTABLISHED 1882

2017 Napa Valley Chardonnay

Notes from the Winemaker, Matt Crafton

INTRODUCTION

The 2017 Chardonnay is the quintessential embodiment of how perspective, perseverance and adaptability can drive a vintage.
It’s easy to be dismissive of a growing season beset by wild fluctuations in temperature, not to mention low yields, after a comparatively
classic vintage in 2016. The unique and demanding growing conditions presented a rare, stylistic opportunity in crafting a wine
that is at once exceptionally concentrated, but at ideal ripeness. As the heat continued to build in mid-August, and the “standards”
of balance in flavor and texture transformed amidst the reality of the vintage, we allowed our ideas and our ideals to guide our
decision-making in the field and the cellar. Yes, yields were very low and our self-imposed, narrow picking window was extraordinarily
challenging for both the vineyard and cellar crews, but the resulting wine is every bit as special and delicious as we had hoped.

VINTAGE WEATHER

A very wet, cool winter followed by a moderate spring seemed to portend another temperate, classic vintage. However, the summer
had other ideas as the weather pattern peppered intense heat, dry winds and very little marine layer amidst already warm conditions.
An intricate understanding of ripening along with a deft hand in the vineyard were required to take advantage of anomalously short

picking windows to achieve exemplary fruit flavors and aromas. It was an exciting and worthy challenge for our veteran crew.

NOSE

In dynamic vintages like 2017,

it can be difficult to predict how

a wine will age. But I can put that
question to rest right now: this
wine is gorgeous. While the ripe
melon and stone fruit notes that
had been so dominant initially have
receded somewhat, the beautifully
integrated red apple, clove and
cinnamon aromas more than make
up for them. The soft hints of vanilla
and barrel spice slowly evolve out
of the glass and fresh mandarin
completes the Montelena signature.

Retasted April 2024

PALATE

Make no mistake, the warm vintage
fruit characteristics dominate, but
there is ample minerality amidst the
plush texture. From the palate alone,
one would be hard pressed to guess
that this is a seven-year-old wine.
While the flavors have certainly layered
and harmonized over the preceding
five years, the texture is still somewhat
taught and angular, which is a good
sign for the future. My suspicion is that
this wine will need a healthy shot of air
to reveal its true character; but the slow
evolution over time in your wineglass
is a more worthwhile experience and
what I’d recommend.

FINISH

The 2017 finishes with gravelly
minerality along with apricot and
ripe peach. There’s just a touch

of barrel toast that draws out the
length and adds a flinty quality
that is at once flavorful but also
textural. While this wine is certainly
hedonistically enjoyable now,

I'll look forward to experiencing
its further evolution and eventual
opulence over the next 5-10 years.

HARVEST DATES
August 23—September 4

ALCOHOL
13.9%

BLEND
100% Chardonnay

Technical Information

BARREL AGING
10 months, French Oak

BOTTLING DATES
July 17-27, 2018

WINEMAKER
Matt Crafton

1429 TUBBS LANE | CALISTOGA, CA 94515 | TEL 707.942.5105 | MONTELENA.COM
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