
2016 Napa Valley Chardonnay

Notes from the Winemaker, Matt Crafton, September 2018

INTRODUCTION

Leadership is deeply ingrained in our DNA at Chateau Montelena. It drove Jim Barrett as he rehabilitated the winery in the 1970s 
and continues today in the spirit of innovation, creation, and ingenuity that define the culture here. Our legacy of leadership and  
stewardship informs how we make decisions both in the vineyard and winery; we’re deeply respectful of the past but openly 
embrace bold ideas as we aim to craft extraordinary wines each year. The 2016 Chardonnay embodies that perfectly. While our  
neighbors were still prepping their crush pads, we were deep in our Chardonnay vineyards tasting the incredible flavor development 
that just couldn’t be seen using routine lab analysis. The result was our recognition of an incredibly tight window to harvest while 
the sweetness, acidity, and flavors were in perfect balance.

VINTAGE WEATHER

2016 will be remembered as a classic vintage with consistent temperatures and few extremes. Although yields were low in general, 
a relatively mild August and September moderated ripening, allowing for uniform maturity and the opportunity for very selective, 
targeted picks.

Retasted June 2023

NOSE

I’ve been looking forward to retasting  
this wine and it does not disappoint. 
It’s still intensely floral, but the  
complexity on the nose has increased  
tremendously. Along with honeysuckle  
and star jasmine are green apple, 
cinnamon, and Asian pear. The citrus 
notes lean toward lemon verbena, 
while toasty barrel notes provide 
contrast to the fruit. 

PALATE

Lemon meringue sets off a dynamic palate,  
brimming with fresh citrus and tension. 
The youthful energy of this wine is still 
fully present, only hinting at what’s to 
come with time. While some barrel spice  
lurks beneath the surface, it still takes a  
back seat to bergamot, flint, and mandarin,  
which simultaneously complement one 
another and vie for individual stardom. 

FINISH

The finish has finally come of age,  
brimming with vanilla and seamlessly  
integrated with the palate. Whereas 
the midpalate is fresh, lively, and 
dynamic, the finish is supple, rich, 
and subdued. Despite that, baking 
spices are on full display and given 
its youth, this wine is in a great place  
right now. It’s texturally beautiful but  
just beginning to truly take shape. 

Technical Information

HARVEST DATES

August 23 – September 12

ALCOHOL

13.6%

BLEND

100% Chardonnay

BARREL AGING

10 months, French Oak 

BOTTLING DATES

July 17–27, 2017

WINEMAKER

Matt Crafton
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