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2021 Napa Valley Sauvignon Blanc 

Notes from the Winemaker, Matt Crafton 

INTRODUCT ION 

Great things come from humble beginnings. ˜at’s truly the story of Chateau Montelena as well as this Sauvignon 
Blanc. ˜is wine was never part of the original plan, if there ever had been one. It’s the product of an opportunity 
and the willingness to try something completely new. And while it’s been hailed as an “overnight success” in style, 
substance, and in how quickly it sells out, this sensational wine took a full decade to realize and continues to be 
reinvented each year.  

VINTAGE WEATHER 

˜e 2021 vintage will be defined by concentration and ripeness in the wines, pleasant results from an unfortunate 
drought. ˜at said, the weather perfectly cooperated given the dry year with moderate but not extreme heat during 
the summer and consistently cool evenings. Harvest began early, as expected given the paradigm, but proceeded 
smoothly and predictably. ˜e crop was light overall, magnifying the character and intensity of the growing season. 

NOSE 

˜e nose is fresh and lively, exuding 
California ripeness and opulence. 
Peach, melon and lavender leap 
from the glass along with lemon 
blossom and lime leaf. ˜ere is 
undoubtedly grapefruit buried 
below as well as some cut grass, 
but the flowers and stone fruit are 
really the stars of this wine. 

PALATE 

˜e intensity on the palate is profound, 
initially as minerality but opening 
to impressive breadth and mouthfeel. 
˜e fruit leans more to the citrus side 
of the spectrum, although that 
complements the bright acidity 
perfectly. ˜ere’s a hint of fig as well, 
undoubtedly from the Semillon. 

FINISH 

˜e finish is toasty and 
sublime with baking spice and 
pear. ˜e acidity here is quite 
mouthwatering and lifts the 
fruit linearly above the white 
pepper and cinnamon, both 
of which linger and invite 
another sip. 

Technical Information 

HARVEST DATES 

August 30, 2021 

ALCOHOL 

14.2% 

BLEND 

80% Sauvignon Blanc 
20% Semillon 

BARREL AGING 

6 months in French oak 
and Acacia 

BOTTLING DATE 

March 2022 

WINEMAKER 

Matt Crafton 
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